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According to Mexican political analysts, the race for selecting the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI) presidential candidate for the 1994 elections has moved into high gear with a series of recent
administrative and cabinet personnel changes in the upper echelons of government. Early this
year, the government announced elimination of the Budget and Planning Ministry (Secretaria de
Planificacion y Presupuesto-SPP). SPP functions were transferred to the Finance Ministry (Secretaria
de Hacienda y Credito Publico- SHCP). Ernesto Zedillo, former budget and planning minister, was
appointed to the post of Education Minister. The merger of the SHCP and the SPP transformed
Finance Minister Pedro Aspe into a "super-minister," and a contender for the PRI nomination.
Aspe, a close confidant of President Carlos Salinas, was one of the key architects of the current
government's economic policy. On April 13, Patricio Chirinos, minister of Urban Development and
Environment (SEDUE) was replaced by Luis Colosio. Since Salinas came to office in December 1988,
Colosio served as president of the PRI. Chirinos was selected as the PRI's candidate for governor of
Veracruz state. Gubernatorial elections in Veracruz are scheduled for July this year. On April 23, the
president's office submitted a bill to the Chamber of Deputies which would create a new "supersecretariat," the Social Development Ministry (Secretaria de Desarrollo Social-SDS). The initiative
includes elimination of SEDUE, created in 1982, and transfer of SEDUE functions to a division of
the SDS. Next, the SDS would take over several key activities currently assigned to the following
ministries: Finance (SHCP), Agriculture (SARH), Fisheries (SEPESCA) and Education (SEP). Like
SEDUE, the SDS's mandate would include creation and enforcement of environmental protection
and clean-up legislation, and regulation of the "rational use" of all national wildlife and agricultural
resources. Next, the SDS would be responsible for national park management, natural resource
inventory maintenance, and water concessions for population centers. The new secretariat would
also be in charge of coordinating the president's National Solidarity Program (PRONASOL), which
sponsors nationwide public works and poverty relief projects. Additional SDS functions include
coordinating interaction between the federal and state governments; managing government-owned
property not under the control of existing government agencies; promotion and implementation of
all housing and urban planning projects; and, administration of the National Indigenous Institute
(INI), the government agency charged with defending and promoting the interests of Mexico's
indigenous population. A coalition of 33 independent environmental organizations and many
SEDUE employees have expressed opposition to the proposed super-secretariat. They argue that
the move to create the SDS is part of the PRI's internal political agenda, and will have a detrimental
effect on the environmental protection programs sponsored by SEDUE. (Sources: Mexico City News,
La Jornada, 04/24/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/13/92, 04/29/92)
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